Helping Your Child to Read


1. Listen to your child read at least five times a week. It is up to you exactly when but explain to them it MUST happen.

2. Ask them to read for about ten minutes. Find a comfortable place and enjoy the book together. If the child is getting tired, finish early or share the reading with them.

3. Your child can read books brought home from school, their own books, comics, recipes, birthday cards, trump cards, instructions. In fact anything they are interested in! 

4. Take time to look at the front cover and pictures together. This will help with comprehension and give the reading a meaningful context. Never cover pictures.

5. Help your child use their knowledge of phonic sounds to ‘decode’ new words. To begin with you may have to read some of the longer words to keep up pace. Always praise effort shown.

6. Encourage them to recognize words already decoded and to notice any repetition or rhyming in the book which will help them read.

7. Some words cannot be decoded- Common Exception Words. Help your child learn these ‘by sight’. It will take some time to learn them all. Your teacher can give these to you.

8. Talk to your child about the book. What did they like? Why? What might happen next? 

9. Above all, keep the experience enjoyable and always praise their efforts.
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