
NGPS NEWS
3 0 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 6                    S P R I N G  3

N o r t h g a t e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r

Warm regards, 
Amanda Harrison

D I A R Y  D A T E S

Tuesday 3rd February

Wednesday 4  Februaryt h

Thursday5th February

Friday 6th February
ELM CLASS SWIMMING  

Spring Term:  5  January - 27
March 2026

th th

Half term:  16  - 20  Februaryth th

Inset days:  5  Januaryth

Early finish:  1.30pm 27  Marchth

Monday 2  February 2026n d

Curiosity
The children and adults have been focusing
on being more curious over the last couple of
weeks.  We have loved asking questions to
learn new and exciting things.  

How curious are your children at home?  What
interesting questions do you discuss?  Please
add a photo or write a post on your child’s
Class Dojo page to share any interesting
questions or conversations you have.  We
would love to share them in assembly next
week.

Have a weekend full of new learning and keep
happy.



After a much anticipated wait, we can finally
announce that the children have named our
new Northgate Tortoise, Tinkerbell (Tinker

for short!)

Tinkerbell evokes a sense of wonder, magic
and innocence. It sparks a childlike joy and

longing for the extroardinary.

The name brings a sense of playfulness,
curiosity and the belief in possibilities -

something we believe aligns with our school
values!

Welcome, Tinkerbell!



Y3 try a new skill, Quilling!
Quilling is a centuries-old art form that involves
rolling, shaping, and gluing thin strips of paper to

create intricate decorative designs.

They will be making a 3D collage of
leaves on a tree!
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Northgate’s Reading Challenge!
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Total Reading Miles!
Class                Miles       Country
Ash                   559          Tanzania
Willow              519          Tanzania
Blackthorn     472           Ethiopia 
Cherry             453           Ethiopia
Apple               406          Sudan 
Hawthorn       390          Sudan
Beech              375           Sudan
Holly                349            Egypt
Rowan             343            Egypt
Elm                   333            Egypt
Fig                     306           Egypt
Chestnut         298           Egypt

Class                Miles         Country
Oak                     157           Libya
Sycamore         135           Libya
Maple                125           Tunisia
Juniper             121            Tunisia
Alder                  118           Tunisia
Pear                    109          Tunisia
Chestnut          107            Tunisia
Poplar                 98            Algeria
 Hazel                  82             Algeria

✈️ Ready, Set, Read! ✈️

We are thrilled to see the incredible effort your children are
putting into their reading! You may have noticed that the

reading miles have increased significantly this term. This is
because our journey across Africa is much larger than previous
routes, and to keep the challenge exciting and achievable, we

have multiplied the scores by 10.

This means every page read now takes us further across the
continent, helping classes reach new destinations faster while

still celebrating their hard work. The bigger numbers reflect
the scale of Africa and make the adventure even more

engaging for the children.

Thank you for continuing to support reading at home. Every
mile counts toward our shared goal of reaching South Africa!

Keep turning those pages. The adventure continues!

Beech



Y3 Forest School session today - cooking toffee apples
over the fire! 



Reception Class: 
Painting to music 
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orthgate 

AWARDS‌

Hope, Nicu, Yusef, Harssith, Abdullah and Sneh!

This weeks winners are...

Bella, Violet, Erik, Nishta, Malaika and Naksh!

Y6!

Y5!
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AWARDS‌
This weeks winners are...

Eloise, Aarani, Georgiana, Reggie,
‌Hayrah, Leonnie, Olly and Ege!



We are excited to launch a fun competition for all Year 6 pupils! This is a
chance to show off your reading, creativity, and communication skills.

🎥 Your Challenge
Create a 1‑minute video reviewing a book you have read.

Your video can show:
Your face, or

Just the book, if you prefer not to be on camera.

📁 File Name Requirements
When you save and upload your video, the file name must be:

Child’s Name – Class
Example:

 Aisha Khan – Juniper 

🏆 Winners
The winning book review videos will be featured on the school website!

💡 Tips for a Great Book Review
Here are some ideas to help you create a strong and interesting review:

Introduce the book: title, author, genre.
Summarise the story (no spoilers!).

Talk about what you enjoyed: characters, plot, illustrations, message.
Explain who you would recommend it to and why.
Speak clearly, confidently, and keep it to 1 minute.

📅 Deadline Tuesday 10th February. 

Year 6 Book Review Video Competition!





JADE 

February
9th- 13th - YR Height, Weight, Vision and Hearing checks with School
Nursing team

16th - 20  - Half termth

24  Parent Consultations - 3.40pm - 6pmth

26  Parent Consultations - 3.40pm - 6pmth

March
17th - Y6 Leavers and Class Photos
27  - School finishes 1.30pm for holidaysth

April
30  March - 10  April - Easter Holidays th th

May
4th - Bank Holiday 
22  - Inset Day nd

25  - Bank Holidayth

26  - 29  - Half termth th

June
1  - Inset Dayst

14th - 17  - Y6 PGL Trip to Windmill Hillth

July
22  - School finishes 1.30pm for summer holidaysnd

Spring Term Diary Dates 2026

HOUSE POINTS OF THE TERM

JADE
2683

RUBY
2271

SAPPHIRE
2217

AMBER
2486



http://www.mapac.com/education/parents
http://www.mapac.com/education/parents

















