
 Northgate Reception - Curriculum Opportunities 

Overview 

  
 

   

 

Prime Areas 

Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional, Physical Development  

Specific Areas 

Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of the World, Expressive Arts and Design 

Please refer to our skills progression document based on Development Matters for specific age-related statements 

Term 

Expected level of 
development 

Autumn Term 

Three and Four Year Olds/Children 
in Reception 

Spring Term 

Children in Reception 

Summer Term 

Children in Reception/ELG 

 
Learning 

Opportunity and 
key knowledge 

  
 

 
 

‘All about me!’ 
Seasonal changes – Autumn  

How to make friends 
People who help us – how to keep 

myself and others safe and happy  
Who am I? My family? Where do I 

live? What do I look like?  
Learn about my body and how to 

keep healthy.  
Similarities between myself and 

others 
Recap basic concepts – colours, 

shapes, animals, foods, counting  
Festivals – Diwali, Christmas 

 
School Values - CARER 
Curiosity, Ambition, Resilience, 

Empathy, Respect 

‘Our Wonderful World’ 
Seasonal changes – Spring  

Countries/Continents  
Land and sea 

Animal – names, features, habitats 
and diets 

Maps 
Growing and planting – what do 

plants need to grow? 
Life cycle of a chicken  

Festivals – Eid, Easter  
 

 
 

 
Continue to embed school values, 
expectations and routines 

British Values  
 

‘Traditional Tales’ - characters, 
settings, events  

Seasonal changes – Summer 
Parts of a plant 

Summer safety  
Class butterflies – life cycle of a 

butterfly 
Minibeasts 

Healthy living 
Welcome book for next year’s 

reception  
 

 
 

 
Continue to embed school values, 
expectations and routines 
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Visits/Visitors 
 

Dentist  
Fire Brigade 

Police 
Doctor  

Library trip 
Year 1 shared learning afternoon 

 

Farm/zoo visit Summer 2 
New Entrants/Year 1 transitions 

 
 

 
Teacher-led 

Learning 
 

All teacher led 
learning will 

cover aspects of 
C&L, PSED and 

PD 
 

 

Read, Write INC - Phonics 
NCETM Mastering Number 

PE – Following instructions, 
Fundamental Movement Skills 

Baseline assessments 
Helicopter Stories  

Poetry Basket  
Dough Disco 

Forest School 
Story time 

Read, Write INC - Phonics 
NCETM Mastering Number 

PE – FMS, Primitive Reflex Skills, 
core strength 

Philosophy for Children (P4C)  
Spring assessment/moderation 

Helicopter Stories  
Poetry Basket  

Dough Disco  
Forest School 

Story time  

Read, Write INC – Phonics 
NCETM Mastering Number 

PE – Sports day preparation, 
Gymnastics, handling and striking,  

Philosophy for Children (P4C) 
ELG – assessment/moderation 

Helicopter Stories  
Poetry Basket 

Dough Disco  
Forest School 

Story time  

Key Text 
High focus on 

emotional 
literacy/oracy                

• Colour Monster 

• The Great Big Book of 
Families 

• Ruby’s Worry 
• Barbara Throws a Tantrum 

• Jeffery gets the Jitters 
• Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley 
• Owl Babies 

              
• Blue Penguin 

• Snail and the Whale 
• Bear Hunt/Lion Hunt 

• Handa’s Surprise 
• Oliver’s Vegetables 

• The Runaway Pea 
• What the Ladybird Heard 

• The Easter Story  

               
• A Squash and a Squeeze 
• Farmer Duck 

• Three Little Pigs 
• Little Red Riding Hood 

• Goldilocks and the 3 bears 
• The Gingerbread Man 

• Jack and the Beanstalk 
• Hungry Caterpillar 

• Superworm 
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Whole School 
Enrichment 

 
School events, 

celebrations and 
learning 

opportunities 
 

 
All events have 

the capacity for 
literacy and 

maths learning 

Democracy Day (12th Sept) 
World Mental Health day (10 Oct) 

Harvest (Oct) 
Black History Month (Oct)  

School disco (15th Oct)  
Diwali (20th Oct)  

Halloween (31st Oct)  
Bonfire Night (5th Nov)  

Remembrance Day (11th Nov)  
Book Fair (1st Dec)  

Christmas Show (9th and 10th Dec) 

Chinese New Year 
Shrove Tuesday (17th Feb) 

Mother’s Day (15th Mar)  
Eid (19th Mar)  

Easter (5th Apr)  
World Book Day (5th Mar) 

World Poetry Day (21st Mar)  
St. George’s Day (23rd Apr) 

  
 

 

Father’s Day (21st Jun)  
Insect week (22nd – 28th Jun) 

Sports Day (TBC)  
Walk to school Week/Road Safety 

Week (18th May) 
Colour run PTFA (19th May)  

Book fair (6th Jul)  
Transition  

 

Parental 

Engagement 
Opportunities 

• Home visits 

• Parent evenings 
• Stay and Play session 
• ‘Six weeks in’ 

• Christmas show 
 

• Parents evenings 

• Celebration afternoon 
• Stay and Play session 
• Reading for pleasure 

• Phonics session 
• Maths session 

• End of Year reports 

• Celebration afternoon 
• Stay and Play session 
• Reading for pleasure 

• Sports Day 
• Trip  

 

 


